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Dear xxxxx

As a landscape designer <and your constituent, when sent to local reps>, I am writing to ask you to oppose the Landscape Architect License and Practice Act <SB1711 and Floor Amendment #1 of March 24, 2009>. This bill, promoted by the Illinois Chapter of the American  Society of Landscape Architects (IL-ASLA), defines “landscape architectural practice” so broadly that it threatens my livelihood and that of thousands of other green industry professions and workers in the state. The bill would allow only licensed Landscape Architects to provided services now available from many green industry firms as part of their existing lines of business. 

I am the <sole proprietor/owner/employee> of <company name> in <city/town>, IL. The company specializes in <landscape design/ landscape design and build work/ perennial plant maintenance/ softscape and hardscape installation/ lawn and garden maintenance, etc.> and <undertakes X projects a year/ generates $XYZ in gross revenues/ employs ZZ persons, etc.>. I also am a member of Landscape Design Association (LDA). and <Association of Professional Landscape Designers/ Illinois Landscape Contractors Association/ Illinois Green Industry Association/ etc.>   

Officers of the Landscape Design Association and other green-industry trade groups met in February 2009 with IL-ASLA officials and staff to discuss the reservations and objections most green-industry organizations had with the IL-ASLA proposed legislation. To date, IL-ASLA has not responded to our objections in a meaningful way. The differences between LDA and IL-ASLA over SB1711/and Amendment are significant and substantial, which is why I request that you reject SB1711 and leave in place the Illinois Landscape Architecture Act of 1989 (a Title Act for Landscape Architects), with an extension of the sunset provision to January 1, 2020. The “public health, safety, and welfare of the people of Illinois” will not be enhanced nor will costs of landscape projects be lowered by replacing Illinois’ current Title Act for Landscape Architects with a Practice Act, despite claims by IL-ASLA.

The State of Illinois currently faces serious budget shortfalls and other significant issues. Please direct your time and attention toward them and away from such proposals as SB1711/Amendment. 
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